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line 1-2T; change' w a fiber" to -/-a natural fiber 



and/ or a regenerated fiber vA 



IN THE CLAIMS 



Please cancel claims 2, 5, 11, 19, 21^d 27 without 
prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter therein. 




Please amend clairts /, 3-4, 6-8, 10, 12, 14-15, 17, 20, 22, 
24 and 26 as follows: 



Please amend claim 1 as follows: 



-- 1. (Amended) A chelate- forming filter comprising, at 
least as a portionW a filter material, [a chelate- forming fiber 
having a] at least o\e cheial^e- forming functional group being 
introduced into a [fib&] molecule of a natur al fiber and/or a 
regenerated fiber, s/id\he late- forming functi onal group being 
selected from: 

a group represented byVhe following general formu la (1) and 
having an amino group and at ^east two hydroxyl groups combi ned 

with carbons, and 

an acyl group represented by\the following general 

formula (3) : 
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(1) 



res: 



ill 



fwherein G represents a residue of a chain suga r alcohol or a 
sidue of a polyhvdric ajc6fibl, ahd^R represents a hydrogen atom, a 
aower) alkyl group or \wherein G has the sam e meaning as defined 
above and may be a grovL identical to or different from the 
^ J aforementioned G) 3 

p 

H0 N // . 

C \ R2 \ ( 3 ) 

n ri Kcooh 

Jwherei n each of R 1 , R 2 and R 3 r ep resents a lowe r alkyl ene 
group, and n denotes an integer of 1 tb 4) . — 



In claim 3, line 1, change "claim 2" to —claim 1— • 
In claim 4, line 1, charfge -claim 2" to —claim 1—. 
in claim 6, lines 1-2, change' "one of claims 1 to 5" to 



— claim 1 — . 



in claim 7, lines 1-2, change^one of claims 2 to 4 and 6" 

to — claim 1 — . / 

in claim 8, lines 1-2, change "one of claims 5 and 6" to 

— claim 1 — . 
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lines 1-2, change "one of claims 1 to 9' 



to 



In claim 10 

— claim 1 — • 

In claim 12, lines 



1-2, change"»one of claims 1 to 4, 6, 7 



10, and 11" to —claim 1—. 

laim 14, lines 1-2, change «one of claims 1, 5, 6, 8 to 



In c 

11" to — claim 1 — 

in claim 15, lines 3-4, cha; 

— claim 1 — • 



nge^one of claims 1 to 14" to 




Please amend ciaim 17 as follows 



17 . (Amended) a\ process for producing a chelate- forming 
filter, comprising the Lps of processing a natural_fiber_a^ 
a regenerated fiber intoV filter, said fiber having, in a 
^.^^TTunctional gro^e^r^active with a chelate- 

A afin^na the reactive functional group in 

forming compound, and allowing cne 

said fiber molecule fo reac^ withj^ 

an amine compound repre.entedby^heJ oT lowing general 



formula (2) and/ or 

\V\ mn ..id anhydride of_ a^oWb o^^r arid represented by 

t-hg following general f ormula (3) 

t a chelate-forming compound haviW a functional group being 
reactive with said functional groVp] to thereby introduce a 
chelate-forming functional group Lo said fiber molecule 
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(2) 



(wherein G and R have the saihe me anings as defined above) 

\ 

( 4 ) 



HO- 



XOOH 



(wherein each of R 1 , R 2 , and r\ represents a lower alkylene 



group, and n denotes an integer of l\to 4) . *A 



In claim 20, line 2, chai^e^claim 19" to — claim 17 — . 
In claim 22 , line 2, chairfje "claim 21" to — claim 17 — . 
In claim 24, line 2, insert — claim 23 — following "according 



to"; 



line 5, chajjg^^c 



1 compound" to — compound. — ; and 
delete lines 6-8. 
In claim 26, line 2, chan^^one of claims 17 to 25* to 
— claim 17 — . 



REMARKS 



By this amendment, claims 2, 5, 11, 19, 21 and 27 have been 
cancelled, and the specification and claims 1, 3-4, 6-8, 10, 12, 
14-15, 17, 20, 22, 24 and 26 have been amended. Currently, 



